
Newspaper publication, water 

color painting, storytelling, in-

struments and recycled artwork - 

students gained experience with 

these skills and tools during the 

engaging workshops pre-

sented by parents and experts 

from the community on Feb-

ruary 27-28.  The week-long 

Celebration of the Arts cul-

minated in an assembly that 

featured student perform-

ances by the participants in 

the Drama Club, the ES 

Chorus and selected Grade 5 

students.  We're still laughing 

about the "Papageno" and his 

hilarious antics and look forward 

to future student performances as 

we continue to celebrate our 

students' artistic interests and 

abilities throughout the year! 

During the last few weeks, the 

Elementary Section has been 

Celebrating the Arts with a  

variety of activities and special 

events.  On Friday, March 7, 

CAG hosted its first Cho-

ral Festival for area Ele-

mentary School chorus 

participants.  The students 

came   together to perform 

songs that they  practiced 

independently and con-

cluded with a joint      

performance of a song that 

they  had all learned for 

the event.  We enjoyed the   

talent of our students as well as 

that of our  guests.    Other re-

cent events have highlighted the 

arts in the Elementary Section.  

Song, dance and drama were 

featured during the "Poetry in 

Motion" Family Reading Night 

on March 5.  The students de-

lighted in putting their words to 

motion in shadow plays and 

dramatic performances of favor-

ite poems. They also learned 

about how music can add drama 

to a poem or story. Wrapping up 

the evening, the Drama Club 

performed even more of Aesop's 

Fables for the parents and stu-

dents from Grades 4 and 5.  

Celebrating the Arts with Elementary Kids!! by Tracy Berry-Lazo 
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Special points of interest:  

March 28-30 MS Honor 

Choir Activity 

April 1st: Early Dismissal-

Sandra Rief Conference (6

-8pm) 

April 4: Festival 

April 8: Early Dismissal for 

teacher PD 

April 10: CTCL Tour 

April 11: HS Tearm Tri-

athlon 

April 14: Recess 

April 18: EC Sports Day 

April 25: G. 5 Team Tri-

athlon 
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Sandra Rief  Visit April 1st!!! 

We would like to extend our cordial invitation to a unique 

opportunity that you won´t want to miss.   On April 1, 
2008, the American School of Guatemala will host an infor-

mative lecture with Sandra Rief, M.A.  Sandra Rief is a 
leading educational consultant, author, and speaker on ef-

fective strategies and interventions for helping students with 
learning, attention, and behavioral challenges to achieve 

school success. 

The session will be from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. and is entitled 

òHow to help your child/student succeed in schooló. Some of 

the topics, relevant to all, which Sandra will be addressing 

include:  

ADHD & LD: Understanding the Learning and Be-

havioral Challenges 

Key Behavioral Strategies and Support 

Homework and Organization Strategies  

Academic Strategies, Supports, and Accommodations 

 

(To learn more about Sandra Rief please visit her       

website www.sandrarief.com) 



 

Congratulations to many of 

our High School students on 

there acceptance to various 

universities.  So far, 15 of our 

seniors have received   confir-

mation from the schools listed 

below: 

Simmons College with Merit 

Scholarship, Mahattan Col-

lege, Elon University, Rose-

Hulman Institute of Technol-

ogy, Purdue, Texas A&M, 

University of Illinois, Univer-

sity of Cincinnati, Concordia 

University, Roosevelt Univer-

sity, North Park University, 

Santa Fe College, University 

of Indiana Bloomington, Uni-

versity of Colorado at Boul-

der, Suffolk University, John-

son and Wales University, 

Pace University, North Caro-

lina State University, Harding 

University through a Walton 

Scholarship. 

High School students also  

enjoyed an informative visit 

from the Canadian Universi-

ties Tour March 10th.        

Students and parents were 

excited to hear about many 

wonderful opportunities avail-

able in Canada  that economi-

cally make these universities a 

smart choice. 

April 10th, CAG will welcome 

for the second year the CTCL 

(Colleges That Change Lives) 

Latin America Tour.  These  

colleges tend to be smaller and 

pride themselves on the atten-

tion and care the give to each 

student they accept.  For more 

information about these colleges, 

go to www.ctcl.com 

 
 

Whether you are the parent of an 

11th grader or 8th grader,  we 

hope you all are taking the time 

to investigate, research, and ask 

the questions in order to make 

informed decisions .  Feel free to 

stop by and talk to Claudia 

Cuyún or send an email to  

ccuyun@cag.edu.gt 

High School College Corner 

parents chose CAG for their 
children and the reasons why 

parents keep their children at 
CAG; the comparisons      

between CAG and other 

schools in Guatemala city; the 
communityõs concern about 

the kindergarten admissions 
process; the outstanding work 

of the Early childhood team; 
the positive advances and  

improvements in CAG over 

the last 20 years;  the profile of 
the ôMillennium Generationõ 

and the manifestation of its 
characteristics in the workforce 

and parent groups; the concern 
about teacher rotation in inter-

national schools; the need to 

promote a Parent Buddy    
program to welcome new 

teachers; the question about 
teacher supervision and     

curriculum activities; the   
difficulty in trying to satisfy 

everyoneõs taste in the        

cafeteria; the observation that 

our students love to come to 
school each day; the concern 

about negative attitudes toward 
Guatemala and strategies to 

combat those attitudes; the 

importance of service learning 
in the development of empathy 

and caring about Guatemala 
and also in the development of 

maturity and responsibility; the 
pride in our PBA program and 

the lifestyle of families who are 

internationally mobile and the 
effect on their children (Third 

Culture Kids).  I look forward 
to the next session in March.  

Stay tunedé. 

 

Thanks to all the parents who 
participated in our Third 

Thursday Forum this month. 
This session was particularly 

interesting due to the diversity 

of the group.  Most of the par-
ents were Guatemalan, how-

ever, there were a few from 
other countries or who had 

lived abroad and returned and 
one who had been a CAG 

teacher in the past.  

The dialogue during this forum 

was a mix of interesting     
questions and  fascinating  

conversation.  We discussed 

the dangerous patterns of 
òlearned helplessness or     

dependencyó which we are 
observing in some of our    

students; the attempt of CAG 
to foment responsibility and 

independence in our students; 

the difficult decision to send 
your child to university in the 

US or keep him/her here in 
Guatemala; the reasons why 
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What is Happening in HS 

Next Year? 

 

There have been so many 

wonderful events that 

have taken place 

throughout High School 

this year and we have 

been working extremely 

hard planning for the next 

academic year! 

The fantastic program 

changes will be 

announced to the students 

during assembly next 

week along with letters 

being sent home to 

parents detailing the 

changes! 

STAY TUNED!! 

 

Cheers, 

Fabio 

Third Thursday by Ettie Zilber 

http://www.ctcl.com/book/Default.htm


On March 28, choirs from 

AASCA schools will come 

together to interact and 

perform. We are excited 

about this project for a 

variety of reasons: it   

specifically addresses 

Middle School students, 

it provides a forum for the 

musical endeavors in our 

schools and it promotes 

interaction, cooperation 

and cross-cultural under-

standing. In this sense, 

the Honor Choir activity 

is one-of-a-kind. 

The format for the activ-

ity is the following: Mem-

bers of the choir are iden-

tified at each school and 

practice individually during 

the school year. The per-

formance pieces, which 

include classical and cur-

rent musical compositions, 

as well as other specific  in-

structions are communi-

cated to music teachers 

through postings on the 

AASCA web site.  When 

students come together  they 

will practice, engage in   

social activities and perform 

for members of the local 

community. Music teach-

ers will also have an op-

portunity to meet and dis-

cuss professional issues. 

We believe that this is a 

unique and worthwhile 

activity for our students, 

music teachers, schools 

and the AASCA organiza-

tion. You are welcome to 

come to the presentation 

in the auditorium on Sat-

urday March 29 at 3:00 

p.m.  We look forward to 

see you there! 

Honor Choir Activity by Sheryl Salem 

Festival de Coros de CAG por Prof. Edgar Pineda 

dos. Tanto los coralistas 

como el público disfrutaron 

la calidad de los coros inter-

pretando melodías combina-

das con movimientos corpo-

rales muy bien adaptadas a 

la letra de las canciones. 

Posteriormente el Prof. 

César Herrera, coordinador 

de las actividades extra-

aulas,  hizo  entrega de  di-

plomas a cada coro partici-

pante y agradeció la partici-

pación de lo coros y para 

cerrar con  broche de oro 

todos los coros cantaron  al 

unísono  la bella melodía 

guatemalteca òLuna de 

Xelaj¼ó, canci·n que entu-

siasmó al púbico presente. 

Para finalizar se invitó a los 

coralistas, directores de los 

coros y al público a degustar 

de una deliciosa refacción, lo 

que permitió que los niños de 

los distintos coros se interrela-

cionaran entre si y compartie-

ran sus experiencias artísticas.  

Es de esta forma como el 

òFestival de Coros del CAGó 

coadyuva en el engrandeci-

miento del arte coral en Gua-

temala.   

   El viernes, 7 de marzo, de 

9:00 a 11:00 a.m. se llev· a 

cabo el Festival de Coros 

organizado por la sección 

Primaria del Colegio Ame-

ricano de Guatemala. Di-

cha actividad se realizó en 

el Auditorio del Colegio, 

contando con la participa-

ción del Colegio Interna-

cional Montessori, del Ins-

tituto francés Julio Verne y 

del Coro de la sección Pri-

maria del Colegio. 

Inició la actividad con las 

palabras de bienvenida por 

la Directora de la sección 

Primaria Tracy Berry-

Lazo, luego los Himnos de 

Guatemala, de EUA y el 

de Francia, dando paso a 

las maravillosas participa-

ciones de los coros invita-
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Calling all members 

of the CAG 

Community!!! 

 
We need your help! If 

any parent of the CAG 

Coro has pictures they 

would like to share of 

the CORO FESTIVAL, 

please send them to 

Kim PIvaral, Public 

Relations Officer,  

(kpivaral@cag.edu.gt) 

 

THANK YOU!!!! 



 

two teams per grade. Members of 

each team practiced in their own time 

and had only one chance before the 

presentation to dance on the stage in 

the auditorium.  

The actual event was held on Febru-

ary 28. That day, Katina J. and Julian 

V. were the enthusiastic hosts for the 

event. Teachers Ms. Davet, Mr. 

Pineda and Mr. Topf impressed the 

audience with a hip-hop dance. Jag-

uar Productions students followed 

with a video presentation showing the 

tryouts, practices and interviews with 

teams.   

Team Hausman: Ice Ice Baby 

Then, each group performed  

its dance. When teachers tallied the 

votes of every student in the audience, 

Based on the hit television series 

òDancing with the Starsó the Mid-

dle School students enrolled in the 

enrichment class Jaguar Productions 

decided to create their own ver-

sion  

The Jaguar Productions Team, pho-

tos by Paola Toledo 

called, òDancing with the Teach-

ers.ó 

This activity consisted of two or 

more students auditioning in front 

of a set of judges. Then those who 

passed were paired up with a 

teacher. The participating teachers 

were Ms. Ottewell, Mr. Marlia, 

Mr. Campbell, Ms. Kenders and 

Mr. Hausman. There were one or 

it was a tight competition. In the 

end, the team with Ms. Ottewell, 

Paola I. and Amani M. came out 

victorious.  

Even though òDancing with the 

Teachersó was the main purpose 

The Winners: Team Ottewell!! 

 

of the assembly, the teachers and 

their respective groups werenõt the 

only ones who participated. The 

school-spirited eighth grade boys 

decided to dance the òChipi-

Chipi,ó proving that in Middle 

School, itõs not hard to have fun! 

Thanks to the back stage crew for 

making videos and organizing the 

event and special thanks to Mr. 

Pineda and Mr. Topf, who spon-

sored this enrichment activity.     

Dancing with the Teachers in Middle School  by Catalina Olavarria, Grade 8  
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Avon Race for Cancer 2008 by Beth Mildren 

A couple of  weekends ago, many of 
us lady teachers participated in a run 

sponsored by Avon to raise money for 
women's health care. Only women 

were allowed to register, and the race 

was "sold out" at 4,000 women! I 
chose to run the 10K, which is 6.2 

miles. Other than CAG teachers, our 
awesome Spanish tutor Patricia was 

there, also. She's the best! 
The race was on a beautiful day of 

course, and it was on the main , flat 

street of Guatemala City, Reforma. In 
most aspects, the race was like Ameri-

can races; some people were decked 
out w/belts holding carb shots and 

water (for a 10K? I know....it was a 
little overboard), Nike gear, and New 

Balance shoes. There were fast sprint-

ers who won and many people who 
walked. Lots of women were wearing 

the pink shirts they got for participating, 
and lots of women were out there with 

their kids. It was fun to see the men as 
only volunteers, or cheering their spouses 

on!  

In other ways, the race was very different 
than American runs. For starters, the race  

didn't begin until 8:00 a.m. in a major 
city. In the U.S., most races seem to start 

at 6 or 7 at the latest. Also, there were 
many women racing in jeans, jean shorts, 

or shoes other than tennis shoes. Odd! But 

hey, whatever gets the job done! Also, 
instead of your typical water station 

where you run by and grab a cup, down 
the drink, and keep going, they had bags 

of water! You just had to tear into the 
baggies with your mouth and suck out 

what you could. I thought it was hilari-

ous. It was a really great experience to be 
running outside (for once) in such a beau-

tiful country, and enjoying the com-
pany of other women! Guatemala City 

never looked so good. Or pink.  


