12 Grade AP English Summer Reading Expectations

Class of 2010
This summer, you will be completing several assignments which will expose you to additional works of literature, and likewise to give you some idea of what will be expected of you next year. There will be two parts for the summer reading assignments: novel work, and, secondly, the study of poetry and literary devices used therein. The former is straightforward; the latter is a bit more complicated. So you know: I have a strict policy for my AP classes about getting things in on time. Please do not insult me by creating a mosaic of plagiarized summaries from the internet. I have neither the time nor patience to deal with those not genuinely interested in learning at the AP level. Also, know that I expect college level work from you in every way, including meeting deadlines. All assignments are due on the first day of class. Manage your time well, and enjoy the books. Be ready to discuss your work the first week of school. All work must be typed, double-spaced. 
Assignment #1: Obtain a copy of Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite Runner and F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby.  I have a few copies of The Kite Runner (8-10?), which I will loan on a first-come-first-serve basis. Otherwise, you are on your own to find the book. Read both novels and follow instructions below. I recommend you start Gatsby first, since you’ve just seen the film. Then, perhaps mid-July, start working on Kite Runner.
Expectations for Novel Work: 
· Create 10 “dialectical” journals per book—exactly what you did with novels in Ms. Nichols’ class. These should be in depth, and should focus on passages that contribute meaningfully to the overall importance of the book, but much more in depth. Explain, interpret, analyze, synthesize. These should be about 1 page per entry. Yes, 10 passages (at 1 typed page per passage) X 2 books = 20 pages total. Be smart and use a highlighter or post-its as soon as you begin. 
· Be ready to discuss, analyze, and write about both novels the first week of school.
Assignment #2: Poetry: 

I will scan pages from Perrine’s Sound and Sense and add them to the “wetpaint” site (URL below). Your job is to read the criticisms and discussions of the assigned chapters, and then respond to three poems from each assigned chapter. I will give you examples of some past student work and will clearly outline expectations in handouts and on the website. 
Expectations for Poetry: See handouts and class wiki. 
You will be required to access (basically, check-in with me) the classwiki, http://cagenglishap.wetpaint.com/ before June 15th, 2009. Please make sure to write your name and email address on the class list. Otherwise, you will not get registered on the wetpaint site. Follow instructions from there. 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at: mbirdwell@cag.edu.gt, or better yet, write me via the wetpaint wiki site. I will be traveling all summer, so I may not be contactable upon a whim. I’m looking forward to sharing ideas and exchanging long-winded intellectual discourse with you. 

In Earnest, 

Mr. Birdwell
Mr. Birdwell / AP English

Sound and Sense

Homework Assignments

Throughout the year, we will be reading some chapters from Perrine’s Literature handbook,  Sound and Sense.  It’s an excellent technical guide that introduces specific poetic techniques in each chapter, and then provides several poems that amply demonstrate those specific techniques.  For each assigned chapter:
1) Take notes as necessary.  Write down all definitions or concepts that are new to you.  Do this in note form, such as bulleted remarks.

2) Then read the poems in the chapter and choose two that you can analyze for the technique(s) of that chapter.  Print the title of each poem IN QUOTATION MARKS and include the poem number.

3) a) Make a list of examples of the specific techniques discussed in that chapter.  To do this, write the technique (e.g. “visual imagery, “tactile imagery,” “apostrophe,” “alliteration”) and under the technique, list (vertically) the words from the poem that exemplify the technique.

Visual Imagery

Apostrophe
-----------


----------

-----------


----------

-----------


----------

b)  State the theme in a sentence (not in a word!)

c) Explain HOW the elements you list enhance the poem and tie to the theme.  This is the portion of the homework that allows you to truly analyze the poem, via specific techniques.

NOT to do:
1.  Do not analyze the poems you choose for anything except the specific techniques from that chapter.  For example, do not analyze metaphor (even if the poem has some) when the chapter focuses on imagery.  ONLY use the appropriate chapter information for your analysis.

2. Each chapter contains poems that you may not analyze. They may be terse, too easy, already analyzed in the text, or not deep enough to merit your time.  These “forbidden” poems are listed below with each chapter assignment.  DON'T DO THEM!!! It will affect your grade!

	Chapter
	Guiding information
	“Forbidden” poems

	1 & 2
	SKIP
	

	3
	Analyze ALL the connotations of wording you can find.  
	#22 “There is no frigate like a book”



	4
	Analyze each separate kind of imagery, e.g. visual, auditory, etc.  
	#32 “Meeting at Night” 

# 33 “Parting at Morning”



	5
	
	#46 “Joy and Temperance”  

#47 “Western Wind” 

#58 “Dream Deferred”

**Caution!  If you choose to do # 50 “Metaphors,” be careful; if you don’t understand the central metaphor, you’ll definitely go in the wrong direction.

	Chapter
	Guiding information
	“Forbidden” poems

	6
	
	#59 “The Road Not Taken” 

#60 “A Noiseless Patient Spider” 

#61 “The Sick Rose” 

# 63 “To the Virgins, to Make Much of Time” 

#65 “Fire and Ice” 

#72 “Dust of Snow” 

#73 “Soft Snow”

	7
	(This chapter has an unusually liberal definition of dramatic irony.)
	#77 “The Adversary”  

#88 “On Treason” 

#89 “Earth”

	8
	DO NOT CHOOSE A POEM IN WHICH YOU DO NOT SEE OR UNDERSTAND THE ALLUSION!  Also, for this chapter you may use some poems that are located in the end of the book.  Definitely consider # 204 “Musée des Beaux Arts” (p.267), #233 “Channel Firing” (p.287), or #236 “Riddle” (p. 290).  If you choose to do #100, be very careful; many students misread it.
	#91 “Out, Out,” 

#92,  #95 “Hero and Leander” 

#101 “In the Garden.”  

	9
	SKIP
	

	10
	(see below)
	#116 “For a Lamb”  

#117 “Apparently with no surprise” #118 “The Coming of Wisdom with Time”

#130 “Engraved on the Collar of a Dog Which I gave to His Royal Highness”

	11
	
	#132 “The Turtle”  

#143 “Nothing Gold Can Stay”


Chapter 10:   For this chapter, list some adjectives that describe the poem’s tone, then under each adjective, list the examples from the poem that establish that tone.  For example:




sarcastic
hopeful
unsure



-------

-------

------




------

-------

------




-------



------


Then, connect these tone words to theme as usual.  

Sound and Sense: using common sense 
When stating theme, don’t write one word (e.g. “love”) or restate the subject of the poem as if it were a theme; use a universal truth.   Make it a complete sentence about the human condition. A theme is composed of two parts: 1) a subject (eg. Love);  2)what the author has to say about #1 (eg. Love can prevent a person from using good judgment) 
Samples of how not to state a theme:

“The theme of this poem deals with a widow’s thoughts about the loss of her husband.”  - “Widow’s Lament”

“This poem deals with how we feel about our parents.”  - “Those Winter Sundays”

“This poem is about finishing a harvest.”  - “After Apple Picking”
Samples of good themes:

“The grief of losing a loved one never goes away, and periodically one will be reminded of the loss.”

“A parent’s loving care often goes unnoticed and unappreciated, despite the effort it demands.”

“After a man has worked hard in life, he may not have accomplished everything he set out to but still may find satisfaction in what he did finish.”

In your analysis:

· Do not confuse the SPEAKER with the POET; sometimes poet and speaker are the same person, sometimes not.

· Place quotation marks around all poem titles and quotations from the poem (putting all commas and periods inside quotation marks).

· Explain how the quotations create the theme; connect the chapter information (e.g. imagery) to the poem’s ideas.

· Do analyze; do not paraphrase.

Therefore, what NOT to write: 

The author said…

Then goes on to claim…. 

The word…. is an example of…. imagery.

The poet talks about….

The RIGHT words to use: 


This…suggests that….

The word “ …” has multiple connotations; it can mean…but also connotes…     

and…adding depth to the theme by ….

…plays on the word “…” using both its…and…emphasizing how       …(theme).

