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Dear Faculty and Staff,  
 
Happy Autumn! Though Guatemala is the land of eternal spring, Guatemala weather does begin to 

experience cooler evenings and bluer skies during the autumn months. October may still be a little wet, but 

November blue skies will arrive soon when the warm sun is balanced with a dry, cool breeze!  For those 

who are new to Guatemala, October kicks off autumn festivities-- 
 

 October is the Festival of the Patron Saint of Guatemala City, La Virgen del Rosario, at the Santo 

Domingo Church in the historic district of zone 1.  

 November 1 is día de Fiambre, a traditional Guatemalan feast in honor of the day of the Dead. 

 And soon after, the weekends will spark outdoor concerts and firework shows leading up to 

Christmas and the New Year!  

 
As shared with you in the parent letter earlier this week, the administration continues to hear feedback from 

faculty, students, and CAG families. Online learning is intense, your schedules are full, and you are all 

going above and beyond meeting the standards around curriculum development and supporting parents and 

students in your roles as advisors. We continue to encourage you to plan asynchronous lessons to balance 

your online time. But, we also recognize you will need time to reflect, and maybe a day to take it a bit 

slower to catch up with assessments or curriculum work. Today, we begin this ease up with a monthly 

independent workday for students, and hopefully, a more relaxing and disconnected day for you. We are 

fully aware that some of you worry that this will impact your planning and the momentum of the week. So, 

CTL will also survey you at the end of the day today to gauge your reflections on the usefulness of this time 

before we go ahead and schedule future dates.   
 

A few more important topics to address: 

As the country begins to open up, we are fully aware that schools will begin to slowly open as well. We do 

not have any news about a pending fall opening. But, we also know news changes weekly, and 

communication about any changes could be thrusted upon us. And when there is news, the school will be 

expected to act swiftly.  
 
a. We will target October 15th for our next decision date.  

The decision to re-open school needs to come with full support from local and national authorities. 

If we receive permission to open in the upcoming weeks, we will use October 15th - November 

16th to prepare our community for a re-open for a short period of time before the winter recess. 

Why bother? Well, the short blended transition allows us to collect important health data to adjust 

our protocols for January 2021. If schools are ordered to stay close, we will most likely postpone 

any transition plans until January 2021.  

http://www.cag.edu.gt/
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b. October 5th, the campus will be opening for faculty and staff.  

Though students are not permitted to be onsite, we do have permission to gently open the campus 

to faculty and staff. We will not conduct onsite meetings or establish mandatory onsite schedules 

for faculty. The campus will be open for you to plan, change your environment, use the internet, sit 

outdoors, and enjoy the green gardens.  
We will ask that you register your trips to campus, so we can document who is onsite and ensure 

we are contact tracing appropriately in case necessary. You will be able to tell us on your morning 

attendance check-in from HR if you plan to be onsite or not. 
If you do choose to work onsite,  

 You are REQUIRED to follow safety protocols-temperature check at the gate, masks at all 

times, social distancing, and making sure your work areas are well ventilated.  

 We will make sure you have access to the bathrooms, hand sanitizers, and disinfectants.  

 Some bathrooms have been equipped with automatic faucets. The map linked here denotes 

where these bathrooms are located for your use. Thank you to the Operations 

Department!!  (yellow dots locate thermal temperature checks and pink dots locate 

bathrooms with at least one touchless faucet). 

 Please know that the cafeteria will not be open.  

 The water fountains are also not functional during COVID-19. You will need to bring your 

own water bottles.  

 During this gentle reopen period, there is no school transportation available.   

 

c. SchoolAid App 

If you have not done so already, we will ask all faculty and staff (no matter where you are in the 

world) to download the app to your devices. We will soon be transferring your HR attendance 

check-in to this app. You will receive instructions soon. The app will allow us to geographically 

track symptomatic members of the school community and publish important statistics about the 

community’s overall health to help us make decisions about school closings once we re-open. This 

data will be published for the community as a COVID-19 dashboard to keep everyone informed on 

how we are doing as a school and providing information to make decisions together.    

 
d. Preparedness to Return to Campus Survey 

As we prepare for a pending re-open, no matter the date, it is important that CAG can stay as 

flexible as possible in our planning to meet the needs of faculty, students, and their families.  We 

ask that you complete the attached survey by next Tuesday, September 29th.  

 
The survey is similar to the survey you completed last May but has a few more specific questions 

which will help us gauge your needs to stay virtual or your readiness to return to campus. We are 

also asking that you inform us if you completed a COVID-19 test and if you have tested positive 

or negative. This data helps us identify the percentage of our community who has been exposed 

already and will assist us in our planning.  
The data is confidential.  Our families are completing the same information.  

 

http://www.cag.edu.gt/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bDIhDNoMEi6bN9SE8os1kE6-Bh9XD5NT/view?usp=sharing
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MLC3QHB
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e. FLU SHOT SEASON SURVEY 

Flu shots will be more important than ever this season. The school is working to accommodate a 

flu vaccine clinic at the end of October and early November. We are facilitating conservative 

pricing and payment options. Please complete the survey linked here to order your vaccines.    
 
Finally, The American School of Guatemala is nationally and internationally accredited. These 

accreditations permit us to promote and graduate students with accredited transcripts recognized by colleges 

and universities in Guatemala, the United States, and around the world and make sure we subscribe to a set 

of academic standards that are recognized globally. And also important, the accreditations allow important 

international PD and networking opportunities for faculty and staff. Every so often, our accreditations are 

evaluated and need to be renewed. This year, we are preparing for the early stages of a renewed accreditation 

with the New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC), our accreditation association in the 

USA.  Our administrative team is completing the assessment of the School’s Foundation Standards 

(mission, vision, strategic plan, etc.) and preparing for a virtual visit in November. The virtual visit will 

take place the week of November 9-12 and may require our virtual auditors to meet with faculty and staff. 

We will make sure to schedule these meetings with you soon, as we receive the visitation agenda, and of 

course, we will report back to our community about the outcomes of this initial visit. After our November 

visit, the accreditation cycle will continue throughout the next 12-18 months and will begin to include 

various stakeholders in the planning process in the months ahead and into the next school year.  
 
Teacher/Student/Parent Conferences are quickly approaching. It's a wonderful time to celebrate the 

progress you and your students have made since the opening months of school, reflect on goals, meet our 

families and honor what a community can accomplish when we work together. Conferences are a window 

into teaching and learning and are often learning opportunities for our families around the complexities are 

curriculum and child development. Enjoy sharing your expertise and professionalism with the families!  
 
I wish you all well into the conference season and am grateful for all that you do for our students and our 

great school!  
 
Best,  

 

 
Patti Marshall 
 

http://www.cag.edu.gt/
https://es.surveymonkey.com/r/SVKQKMP
https://es.surveymonkey.com/survey-taken/?sm=aO74C58tQ_2BBwlraaw_2Fp183MKfduiw7UFOVpoM48HMrdpHJum9vhYPNtAPNfOyvDd0JJYZToLL16UkBxP0Wu1E4B1jzzKCuDwxZEjpOjJ1KA_3D

